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This investigation is an interrogation of the Nigeria Police Force and its
constitutional responsibilities in the present democratic dispensation in
Nigeria. The paper, which is a library research that used documentary
evidence, was agitated that the police in Nigeria have been enmeshed in a lot
of unprofessional conduct in defiance to the constitutional roles. Despite the
challenging oppositions created by poor governance, poor funding,
inadequate operational equipment, none collaborative synergy between
security agencies among others, the paper observed that the police in
Nigeria and, indeed, all the agencies entrusted with security have, against
the constitutional provisions in a democracy, failed to realize the grave
enormity of their failure to secure live and property to the extent that
insurgents are fast gaining grounds and that international terrorist groups
might be using the security inadequacies to recruit unemployed youths and
others into terrorist networks. Recommendations on how to build an
efficient and effective police force in Nigeria were proffered to include
among others good governance, adoption of new strategic ways of policing
and security, and creating police reforms. These strategies are assumed, can
compare with highly rated intelligent-crime-prevention and security-watch-
dog agencies anywhere in the world.
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INTRODUCTION

In any democratic dispensation, the police force is the
foremost law enforcement agency. In the accomplishment
of their constitutional mandate, the citizens’ expectation is
that the police should work hard to maintain law and order,
and this will let the police, in all times, to exhibit an
unbiased fairness and honesty in their job roles. To this, the
public expects no double standard from the police in the
execution of their statutory duties.

The maintenance of law and order is a major
constitutional responsibility of the police. But, Ubwa (2002)
observed that, this responsibility of the police force has
constituted the repression of the individual and citizens’
collective acts. For the citizens to enjoy their lives, they
need an atmosphere of social stability and tranquility, and

environment conducive for economic growth. It is this
atmosphere that the Nigeria Police Force is constitutionally
required to provide.

In the international communities, Nigeria has had an
impressive service as a pacesetter, particularly in the West
African region and the entire African continent. It has an
active and professionally capable police force. The
prosecution of ECOMOG and ECOMIL forces and
police/military interventions in crises situations in African
countries such as Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Liberia and
Sudan attests to this and Nigeria was highly rated and
internationally acknowledged (Olawole, 2017; National
Working Group on Armed Violence (NWGAV)/Action on
Armed Violence (AOAV), nd). Nigeria has been a major
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stakeholder in collaboration with other countries in
fighting international crime. Presently, the frequency and
level of crime in Nigeria and the public outcry on the
inability of the Nigeria Police Force to provide the required
human and community protection as provided for in the
Nigerian constitution have rather heightened the eroded
confidence of the citizenry on the police (The Leader,
Sunday, March 1, 2020:1; Salami, 2020). Insecurity has
been excruciatingly escalated by unemployment among the
youths, herdsmen - farmers’ attacks, gunmen attacks, fraud
of all kinds and internet swindling, official corruption
among others (Agwanwo and Igwe, 2017; Usoro et al,
2017; Pogoson, 2018; Aderinokun, 2020; Adlnoyl, 2020;
Elumoye, 2020; Nwezeh, 2020; Eleke, 2020). The Nigeria
police and other security agencies appear to have
unwittingly proved their inability to nip crime, fraud
committal, and the nefarious activities of insurgents,
militias, youth gangs, terrorists, ethnic and tribal groups,
among others in the bud; claiming dearth of surveillance
and operational equipment as militating factors. It appears
the Nigeria Police Force lack or have lost the professional
orientation and modern technological knowledge,
intelligence for surveillance and equipment that can create
a leading role expected of them in Nigeria, in the entire
African continent and beyond in combating and preventing
crime. The police especially and other agencies have
remained oblivious that any of these insurgent groups
operating for now at the national / state level could
metamorphose into violent non-state actors with the stance
of international criminal groups and terrorist networks
such as the al-Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and the
Sham (ISIS). If the Nigeria Police Force have gained
international accolades before, how then did the Nigerian
government derail or allow the Police Force to deteriorate
so fast or are the Nigeria Police Force better out there?

The effrontery with which the Nigerian police, most
times, involve themselves in party politics in Nigeria
smacks of professionalism and leaves much to be desired.
The involvement and complicity of the Nigeria Police in
politics and their possible use in the harassment of political
opponents of the ruling party became more vivid and viral
in the 2019 General Elections. The police occupation of Dr.
Olusola Sararki and Yakubu Dogara residents - then Senate
President and House of Representatives Speaker
respectively, the National Assembly barricades by the
Police on slightest rumor of Assembly’s impeachment of
the president, the Ovie Omo-Agege Mace saga, the arrests
and countless encounters between the police and Dino
Melaye, the arrest and continuous invitation of Dr. Obadiah
Mailafia - a former Deputy Governor of Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) by the police and DSS are but few examples
of the use of the Nigeria Police for constitutional breaches,
harassment of political opponents and abuse of citizens’
fundamental human rights (Umar, 2020;
www.channelstv.com). The massive deployment of the
Police in the supplementary 2019 General Elections
(gubernatorial) in Rivers, Ekiti and Osun States (and this
islikely to repeat itself in the Edo and Ondo States

gubernatorial elections scheduled to hold on 19t
September, 2020 and 10t October, 2020 respectively
where thirty one thousand police have been drafted to
outside those already there, the army and other security
agencies), the ‘rumored’ defection of the Ondo State deputy
governor, Agboola Ajayi, to the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) and the Ondo State Police Commissioner’s presence
at the scene that night and his involvement in stopping the
deputy from removing his personal belongings from his
office is an eloquent indication of compromise and
misplaced priority. Again, policemen have been massively
deployed to guard politicians and highly placed
businessmen, leaving the masses at the mercy of criminals,
bandits and kidnappers. This is misplaced priority (Umar,
2020; Okogie, 2020; www.aitlive). There have been
countless instances of arrests by the police of highly placed
individuals, especially in government positions, covered by
the press, publicized in the media, and the next minute, the
police publicly deny the arrest or try to paint a different
picture of what really happened. The complicity and denials
by the police and other security agencies in the recent
arrest by the Department of State Services (DSS) of Ibrahim
Magu, the Acting Chairman of Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) and subsequent interrogation
and detention by a Special Presidential Probe Panel early
weeks of July, 2020 is a case at hand. As days rolled by, it
became clearer to the public of the real situations (Olaleye,
2020; Osuntokun, 2020). In the same vein, operating
officers of the Nigeria Police at about 4am on Thursday 16
July, 2020 stormed the house of the former MD, Niger Delta
Development Commission (NDDC), Dr. Joy Nunieh for
possible arrest. Unfortunately, when accosted by the Rivers
State governor, Nyesom Wike who was contacted on phone,
it was observed that neither the Police Commissioner of
Rivers State nor the Inspector General of Police (IGP) knew
anything about the arrest. The Police Operating Officers did
not have any arrest or search warrant (Addeh, 2020;
Ogunmade et al,, 2020b; www.ait.live). The question then
is: who sent them on the mission? Could they be acting on
personal vendetta taking into consideration the accusation
and counter accusations between her and the Minister of
Niger Delta Affairs, Mr. Godswill Akpabio who, she alleged,
was involved in some scandals and at a time there was a
presidential investigation on the activities of and the
humongous amount of money missing or misappropriated
in NDDC?

However, in Nigeria, one of the ‘unfortunate’ legacies left
behind by the British colonialism is the establishment of the
police force as a security institution, which is fraught with
inconsistency in constitutional responsibility. The Nigeria
police have a bad image. There has been a glaring high level
of distrust, apathy and suspicion between the police and the
public (Okogie, 2020; Ehindero, 1998). The relationship
between the police and the public has become endemically
worrisome, more so when the level of crime in the society
has continued to soar high. The police are seen as an
‘enemy’ rather than a ‘friend’ in need in our society today.
This smacks of the aphorism that “The Police is your



friend”. At times, the crime scenes are not far from the
presence of the police, police check points, within police
barracks, etc. Police barracks and stations have been
attacked and sacked by hoodlums, tugs and bandits.
Gunmen have variously attacked Bullion Vans guarded by
the police and made away with the money and even the
Vans (Adlnoyl, 2020). Cases abound regarding criminal
activities and the police force is always implicated or
accused of complicity (www.aitlife). When called to
intervene at the scene of the crime, they arrive late when
the acts and incidents are over on the flimsy excuses of
poor and or inadequate equipment and mobility. Yet
budgets are made and funds released yearly or as when due
(Iheriohanma and Emenyonu, 2018). These incidences
raise questions as to the capacity of the police to protect
and provide security.

It is argued that the unfriendly and unhealthy
relationship between the public and the police force in
Nigeria is due to unsavory unconstitutional methods with
which the police treat ‘suspected’ members of the public.
There are records of police brutality on unarmed citizens;
sabotage on official protection of protesters and human
rights rallies; extortion of money from motorists at illegal
check points despite government consistent denials and
directives against this; use of coercive power to abuse the
constitutional rights of citizens in ordinary times, before,
during and after political election periods; and, observed
connivance of police with political tugs and parties to
perpetuate electoral frauds (The Leader, March 1, 2020: 1;
This Day News Papers, Friday, July 24, 2020). Human rights
abuses have become a recurring decimal. On 2rd August,
2020, Channels TV reported the Executive Secretary,
Human Rights Commission in Nigeria, Tony Ojukwu, saying
that since the year 2020, there have been 321 human rights
violations by the police (www.channelstv.com). This high
number of officially reported cases of human rights abuses
indicates that the reference list is endless. This is not a
healthy situation. Besides, the police have brazenly been
involved in colluding with some criminals in crime
activities, kidnapping (Wadume’s case notwithstanding),
banditry and smuggling (some police officers have been
dismissed for involvement in armed robbery, rape,
corruption, banditry and smuggling, illegal supply of arms
to bandits and criminal gangs), alleged illegal detention of
innocent citizens (especially at the instance of government,
highly placed individuals and politicians on vendetta) and
some celebrated cases of accidental discharges and extra-
judicial killings which have inflicted body harm and death
on innocent citizens with its effect on depopulation and
deflation on human capital (Ibe, 2020: 10; This Day News
Papers, Friday, July 24, 2020; NWGAV/AOAYV, nd: 26). Only
minutest percentage of these cases is investigated to logical
conclusion. The recent police (an Inspector of Police) killing
of Ukachukwu Mbagwu, a twenty-seven year old Inaaga,
commercial motorcycle rider at Banana Junction in Orluy,
Imo State because he was not wearing a face mask and
refused to give the officer fifty naira bribe demanded by the
policeman, and two days later, precisely on Wednesday, the
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8th of July, 2020, another police officer, Sergent Onyema
Chinatu killed two unarmed civilians, Ifeanyi Chidi Kalu and
David Enyinnaya, one of them was a staff of Abia state
Revenue Task Force in Aba, Abia state, are just few cases to
be mentioned. No discussion of the police image is complete
without some questions on constitutional misconduct,
endemic corruption and unprofessional conduct (Umar,
2020; Ejifoma, 2020). According to a Small Arms Survey,
the country’s security services, especially the police have
been accused of being the major source of small arms and
light weapons in circulation in Nigeria (NQGAV/AOAV, nd:
6).

The scenario above appear to present the Nigeria Police
Force as being challenged with myriads of insurmountable
problems against their constitutional mandates of
protection of lives and properties and provision of general
security in the country within the present democratic
dispensation (Ehindero, 1998; Iheriohanma and Emenyonu,
2018). The inability of the police to protect life and
property, and in the main, to put to effect its constitutional
roles of complementing the achievement of the Buhari - led
All Progressives Congress (APC) government’s three
cardinal mantra of “providing security to the people,
diversification of the economy and fight against corruption”
have agitated and elicited too many questions in the minds
of political watchers and citizens of Nigeria. Without
security, it is an uphill task to realize the goals of the three
cardinal policy thrust of the Buhari-led government - the
mantra that deceived the populace into voting Buhari into
power in 2015 and again in 2019. The three cardinals are
intricately linked to the extent that without security, the
other two aspects cannot be achieved. Most disenchanted
communities, groups, ethnic nationalities, states, etc. have
advocated for the establishment of regional / ethnic
security out-fits, such as the Amotekun in the South West
zone, the Ogbunigwe or Lion Walk in the South East zone,
the Joint Task Force (JTF) and Operation Shege Kaa Fa Sa in
the North East, the Miyetti Allah Vigilante Group (to be
established as a Nation-wide Vigilante Group to watch over
their cattle) among others to either complement the
functions of or replace the existing security architecture
(Kenkwo, 2020; Nworie, 2020; Ogunje, 2020). The clarion
call is necessitated because the aura is that the nation’s
security out-fits have not only abysmally failed the public
but the Buhari - led government has refused to harken to
the call of the citizens to rejig the security architecture,
sack the present serving Service Chiefs who have served
out their public service years and are long overdue for
retirement. It is obvious they have lost steam and new ideas
on the complicated and sophisticated nature of crime and
security nowadays (Salami, 2020). The call is to replace
them with younger, energetic, better knowledgeable,
dispassionate security personnel, who are ready to secure
the nation without hinges to ethnic and religious inklings
and cleavages. Their appointment should be made with the
Federal Character Principle and spread across all geo-
political zones in Nigeria. The assumption is that they may
not be given the same security instructions like the present
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Service Chiefs who, most people believe, are serving the
biddings of their employer. The call is premised on the
assumption that the new dispassionate Service Chiefs
would be abreast and equipped individually and
collectively with the requisite capacity and surveillance
strategies to rationally tackle the forces that generate the
rise in insurgency and insecurity in the nation particularly
and globally in this 21st century. It is argued they would
not believe in the present administration’s policy of
“Operation Safe Corridor” where the “acclaimed repentant
Boko Haram members” were safely quartered for
“rehabilitation and reintegration into the society” at the
expense of national coffers while leaving their victims in
Internally Displaced Camps as Internally Displaced Persons
(IDPs) to continue in anguish and squalor (Okogie, 2020:
Kaigama, 2020; The Leader, Sunday, August 2 2020: 1 & 20;
Nwezeh, 2020; Onuminya, 2020; News Xtra in This day
News Paper, Monday July 27, 2020; Salami, 2020). The call
for national spread in their appointment also has a security
check. The agitations for sack of Service Chiefs exist
irrespective of the federal government’s proposal for state
and community policing as alternative. The president’s
speech on Friday 31 July, 2020 at Id el Kabir prayer ground
that he was “abysmally” disappointed with those he trusted
with responsibilities (including security chiefs) is a wake-
up call. This news was carried by almost all television and
radio stations nation-wide.

Security, in the present dispensation, involves much more
than the development of military hardware, security of
territory and government. It involves securing human
society and people. Security now centres on politics as a
strategy instead of hinging on technological and mechanical
means that are characteristic of military systems and might.
Accordingly, Booth (1991) informs that security now
revolves around new thinking and international security
and politics as it hovers around human security that
emphasizes on individuals and communities. This is more
explicated by the threats from environmental pollution and
degradation, health hazards and pandemics (as being
experienced now with Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDs), Ebola disease, Corona Virus pandemic
(Covid - 19)); state and non-state armed groups (Booth,
1991) (as occasioned and escalated by poverty, economic
down-turn, economic inequality, poor governance and
structure, discrimination (lheriohanma and Emenyonu,
2018; Otti, 2020); armed groups’ possession of ungoverned
spaces such as the Niger Delta swamps and the Sambisa
Forest in Nigeria that are effectively occupied and used by
the Niger Delta militants, Fulani herdsmen, cattle rustlers,
kidnappers respectively (Ukwuoma et al., 2020); and, non-
remediation of individual and community wellbeing.
Security, worldwide, intensifies on these critical security
surveillance issues: Who? Where? How? When? and What?
By implication therefore, it is preposterous to rely on the
traditional reactive, run-around chase of criminals,
mounting of police and army check points with checkered
armored ‘immoveable’ vehicles meant to mesmerize
criminals and would-be law offenders, purchase of non-

intelligence surveillance and non-information
communication technology equipped vehicles and gadgets,
etc. as it is presently the situation in Nigeria.

The above issues spring up barrage of questions as they
are not to deny some achievements of the Nigeria Police
Force. What must have challenged the police personnel into
unprofessional conduct or professional misconduct? What
are the underlying factors impinging on the prospects for
the sustenance of adequate policing equipped with
information and communication technology gadgets to
provide the needed security and surveillance in the present
democratic dispensation? How can these challenges be
mitigated for a healthy democratic environment that
regulates the police to abide by the tenets of their
constitutional roles for prosperity to thrive through
investments of all kinds? These questions, challenges and
many more, offer the grinding wheel to drive the
exploration in this study.

The general objective of the paper therefore, is to
critically examine the Nigeria Police Force and its
constitutional responsibilities in the present democratic
dispensation. The specific objectives therefore, derive their
roots from the above mentioned questions as the grinding
wheel for this investigation.

The Nigeria Police Force and Constitutional Roles: A
Reflection

The Nigeria Police: A Brief Historical Background

Historically, the police force itself began as a regulatory
body, back in Greece. It was supposed to improve life in the
Greek cities, but only during the Roman Empire the police
force administration was improved and turned into a real
system that was used as a model for maintaining peace and
order (Wikipedia, 2019). According to Idowu (2013), police
work did not start as a paid profession; rather it started as a
noble, incorruptible profession with considerable
responsibility and distinction. The then British authority
took as a model a police force administration fashioned by
the Roman Empire, and used it as a regulatory body during
the British colonial administration in Nigeria.

In Nigeria, policing (police force) first started in 1820 and
was dated back to British colonial era (buzznigeria.com).
The foundation of police work in Nigeria can be traced to
colonial legacy. According to Soriola (2019), in 1894, an
analogical formation like the constabulary of Niger Coast
was established in Calabar with newly announced
Protectorate of the Niger Coast. In the Northern part of the
country, the Royal Niger Company created the constabulary
of Royal Niger Company in 1888. In the early 1900s, the
Northern and Southern Nigeria Protectorates were
declared. The Northern Nigeria Police was formed from a
portion of the constabulary of Royal Niger Company. The
portion of the constabulary of Niger Coast formed the
Southern Nigeria Police Force.

During the colonial period, most police force personnel
were associated with the local governments (native



authorities). In the 1960s under the First Republic, the
police force were first divided into regions and then
nationalized. When nationalized, the Nigeria Police Force
performed constitutional conventional police functions and
was responsible for internal security generally. The police
force was mandated to support the prison, immigration,
and customs services, and for performing military duties
within or outside Nigeria as directed.

In our present democratic dispensation, in reference to
the national constitution, the Nigeria Police Force is under
the general operational administrative control of an
Inspector-General of Police (IGP), appointed by the
Executive President of the country. The Inspector-General
of Police (IGP) is supported by Deputy-Inspector Generals
(DIGs) in the six geo-political zones (South-East, South-
South, South-West, North-Central, North-East and North-
West). Within the geo-political zones are the Assistant
Inspector Generals (AIGs) in charge of the Area Zones made
up of some cluster of states. At the state level, the Police
Commissioner (CP) controls the police and in allegiance to
the Inspector-General of Police. There are Divisional Police
Headquarters at the 774 local government areas. The 1999
Constitution provided for a Police Service Commission that
is responsible for Nigeria Police Force policy, organization,
administration and finance (except for pensions) ( Idowu,
2013). The police functions were dictated by the
constitution and the Acts establishing the institution. The
constitutional provisions never divulged nor diverted from
the colonial heritage and uses, especially for repression and
suppression by the British, hence, the appendage of “force”
to it and the ‘motto’ of “Fire for Fire” until recently changed
(NWGAV/AOAV, nd)

Purpose of the Nigerian Police Force

Policy in Nigeria always reflected the society that created it.
Police force was a creation of the British colonial authority
in Nigeria. In a critical reflection, during its formation, the
primary purpose of the police was to advance the economic
and political agenda of the colonialists. Chime (2001)
asserts that, in many areas, police engaged in the brutal
subjugation of ‘recalcitrant’ individuals and communities
and the suppression of resistance to colonial rule. Thus, the
use of violence and suppression from the beginning of
colonial era marked a dislocation and disconnect in the
relationship between the police and local communities /
people, which has characterized law enforcement practices
in Nigeria ever since. A clearer example is elucidated in
Achebe’s (1958) Things Fall Apart.

However, in our present democratic dispensation, the
purpose of police in the government is to protect, serve,
and to deliver criminals into the nets of the law (Ubwa,
2002). The Nigeria Police Force are required to act in
synergy with other security agencies such as the Nigeria
Immigration Service, the Nigeria Security and Civil Defense
Corps (NSCDC), the Customs Service, the Nigeria
Correctional Service (formally the Nigeria Prisons Service),
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the Military, the Judiciary etc. and, supposedly in the areas
of intelligence and information needs, gathering, analysis,
sharing and use to forestall crime and criminal activities
(Theriohanma and Emenyonu, 2018). Through intelligence
and information gathering, the Nigeria Police Force are
responsible for nipping in the bud any criminal tendency
and apprehending criminals who threaten the livelihood,
property and peace of the citizens. By implication, the
police are expected to be proactive in the performance of
their duties rather than reactive. The personnel are
equipped with relevant training in law and use of firearms
and this gives them advantages over the judicial personnel.
Many have argued against the attachment of “force” to the
institution of the Nigeria Police. While some argue that it
gives them the biting teeth to act, especially in conflict
situations and in self - defense that require the minimum
use of force, and in this case, firearms (see Nigeria Police
Force, Force Administrative Order 237;
www.nigeriapolicewatch.com), others say it rather
reinforces their excessive arrogance, extra judicial use of
the arms (especially the trigger hungry ones among them),
the reflection of the colonial heritage and tutelage, etc. The
later decry the inadequacy of the capacity building and
training, psychological and human relations course drilling
and the civil capacity within which the police institution
and training revolve. Ehindero (1998) observes that all
police officers are adequately trained in unarmed combat as
well as in the use of force, where it is necessary, in tandem
with the laws of the land but decried that most officers
misuse these powers and have involved themselves in
extra-judicial killings, torture and other forms of abuse of
the citizens’ (suspects’) inalienable fundamental human
rights. He however, cautions that any law enforcement
officer who infringes on the rights of the citizens through
excessive use of force is criminally liable (Federal Republic
of Nigeria (FRN), Administration of Criminal Justice Act,
2015, Section 298). Sociologically, laws or legislations that
criminalize the commission or omission constituting crime
exist because there is crime. Likewise, crime and
criminality exist as a measure for testing the strength of the
laws regulating them. This notwithstanding, without the
police patrolling the streets in the cities, towns and local
communities, it would be extremely difficult for the
government to prevent law breaking and anarchy.

Police force is a symbol of government authority and
power in a neighbourhood (Chime, 2001). People of all
ages, backgrounds and races are supposed to feel safer
when police are patrolling. Many criminals and miscreants
are supposedly deterred from committing foul actions if a
police presence is detected. Historically, in every
community, the police officers are viewed as good servants
of the public. During the time of civil disobedience and
crises, police intervention controls the situation to
normalcy and people feel safer to operate within the
environment. The police are regarded as the watch-dog for
peace, stability and order in a given area, whether local or
international.
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The Constitutional Responsibilities of the Nigeria
Police Force

The nationalization of the Police Force occurred in the
1960s when Nigeria got independence and became a
republic. Since then, there have been changes that followed
and the Nigeria Police Force kept developing with
improvement following all the modifications. For example,
the Nigeria Police Force have a staff strength of over
350,000 officers and they are currently planning to increase
the force strength to 650,000 (Olawole, 2017;
NWGAV/AOAYV, nd: 19-20). The constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria however, stipulated the statutory duties
of the Nigeria Police Force.

According to Section 214(1) of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended), the Nigeria
Police Force is a creation of the constitution and the
constitution forms the grand norm prescribing the roles
and functions of the Nigeria Police Force as the foremost
agency in internal security in Nigeria. Section 4 of the Police
Act Cap.19 states that the police shall be employed for:

-i-Prevention of crimes

-ii- Protection of lives and properties of the citizens.

-iii-Preservation of laws and order.

-iv-Arrest of crime offenders.

-v-Crime detections and detention of criminals.

-vi-Performance of military duties within and outside
Nigeria as directed of them by government authority or
any other acts.

-vii-Due enforcement of all laws and regulation with
which they are directly charged.

-viii-Person identification.

-ix-Search through belonging.

-x- Section 23 of the Police Act adds the prosecution of
criminal cases.

(Source: Cap. 19 of the Police Act, Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999)

From the foregoing, the Nigeria Police in its Force
Administration Order 237 encapsulated all the legal
provisions for the justification of the use of fire-arms. In
this context, the uses of fire-arms also relate to the use of
reasonable force to ensure compliance and this is allowed in
the following contexts:

i. When a police officer is attacked and his life is in danger
and there is no other way of saving his life.

ii. When he is defending a person who is attacked and he
believes, on reasonable grounds, that he cannot otherwise
protect that person from death.

iii. When necessary to disperse rioters or to prevent them
from committing serious offences against lives and
properties.

iv. If he cannot by any other means arrest a person who,
being in lawful custody, escapes and takes to flight in order
to avoid re-arrest, provided the offence with which he is
charged or has been convicted of is a felony or
misdemeanor.

v. Finally, if he cannot by any other means arrest a
person who takes to flight in order to avoid arrest,

provided the offence is such that the accused may be
punished with death or imprisonment for 7 years or more (
Nigeria Police Force, Force Administrative Order 237,
www.nigeriapolicewatch.com) .

In addition to the use of fire-arms, a police officer is
empowered to use force in the following occasions in law
enforcement:

i. For the defense of any person from unlawful violence or
for defense of property (Sec 33(2)(a) of the 1999
constitution (as amended).

ii. In order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the
escape of person lawfully detained. Section 33(2)(b) of the
1999 constitution (as amended).

iii. And, for the purpose of suppressing riots, insurrection
or mutiny (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 Constitution
(as amended), Section 33(2)(c).

Furthermore, the primary responsibilities of a police
officer include safe-guarding lives and properties, serving
his/her community, protecting innocent people, keeping
peace, justice and equality, and ensuring the right of
everyone to liberty. Based on the constitutional
responsibilities of the Nigeria Police Force, the vision
statement of Nigeria Police Force is quoted as follows:

To make Nigeria safer and more secured for economic
development and growth, to create a safe and secure
environment for everyone living in Nigeria.

(Source: Cap. 19 of the Police Act, Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999)

The above vision statement summarizes the police duties
to include accountability, professionalism and
responsibility. It is the onerous responsibility of the police
in Nigeria, as a security agency of government nearest to
the people not only to secure lives and property but to
ensure environment conducive for people to pursue their
social and economic activities for development to thrive.
Ensuring these make police duties in the society simpler.

Police -Community Relations

In the mandate of the constitution on police
responsibilities, police-community relations are of great
importance in our society. This is because when police
officers are on duty calls, they are authorized by the
community to exercise constitutional power under certain
circumstances. It is argued that the exercise of personal
discretion in decision-making by the police officer, in both
his law-enforcement and other maintenance functions is
very important. This represents an over-whelming
sensitive issue in police-community relations. His training
and constitutional roles come into play here without
excessive discretionary impact.

By implication, it is statutory that the police officers are
required by law and in theory, to enforce certain law(s),
and to apprehend anyone they see committing an offence
against the state laws. A police officer cannot function
without considerable latitude in the exercise of personal
discretion (Ubwa, 2002). But the several systems in which
the police officer finds himself often act as if it were not so.



Mbosowo (1989) attests to this when he pointed out that
prosecutors and the law court sometimes reprimand police
officers for exercising such discretion. It is argued here that
where an officer is not able to differentiate between
rationality and irrationality in the exercise of his personal
discretionary powers, he is liable.

However, enhanced police-community relations
contribute to better crime investigation and effective law
enforcement. A cordial and conducive relationship between
the police and the community ought to open the possible
avenues available to the police in carrying out their duties.
Improved synergy and collaboration in intelligence and
information gathering, analysis and use with the public and
other security agencies ordinarily creates more latitude for
tackling crimes, criminality and insecurity and the
efficiency in law enforcement enhanced (Borosage and
Marks, 1976; Gill, 2014; Iheriohanma and Emenyonu, 2018;
Onuminya, 2020). There have been countless accusations
on the police by the public that after giving the police
information on criminals, the police turn around and
divulge such to the criminals who, after release, use it
against the informant. This is unprofessional as it further
deepens alienation, the betrayed trust and can never
enhance security information and cordiality between the
police and the public. However, this has not deterred the
public from partnering with the police in information
gathering and making same available to the police for
effective use. The recent re-arrest of Sunday Omoniyi, the
serial ritual killer who escaped from police custody in
Ibadan, Oyo State was made possible by information from
local hunters in the area. Also, most positive escapades of
the police emanate from information from the citizens.

It is incontrovertible that most police officers have had
uncomfortable service but those recruited as police
personnel shall be ever ready to serve, the hazards of the
job notwithstanding. Ubwa (2002) observes that, the social
service include the responsibility of making sure that the
citizens are not implicated or victimized for creditably
offering information and implementing crime prevention
programmes in the communities. Professionalism and good
conduct must star the personnel on the face at all times
irrespective of provocations. Reference is made of the video
clips by Channels Television station on Thursday 30 July,
2020 on the contradictory actions of the Federal Road
Safety Commission (FRSC) and the Nigeria Police Force.
While the disciplinary actions of the management of the
FRSC were commended by the public, those of the police
were condemned.

METHODS

The methodology for this exploration revolves around
qualitative approach and analytical discussion. Secondary
data made up of journals, textbooks and documentary
evidences provided the materials for analysis. This choice
of the method is dependent on the nature of the
investigation (Uzobo and Akhuetie, 2018; Pogoson, 2018).
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Expository Query on the Nigeria Police Force,
Unprofessional Conduct and Factors to Enhance
Adequate Policing

The varying responses to the unprofessional conduct and
factors responsible for inadequacy of policing of the Nigeria
Police Force by the government, police personnel and the
police institution, the public and, in reality, the generality
depict that of a deep ditch in the Nigeria constitution and
the Police Act. The police in Nigeria have professional roles,
duties and guides to conduct in the performance of their
constitutional roles, especially in this democratic
dispensation. There are guides in the 1999 constitution (as
amended) and in the Police Act to the ‘use of reasonable
force’ in the arrest of criminals, personal and target defense
and control of insurrection (Ehindero, 1998). To start with,
that the Nigeria Police Force could win laurels, accolades
and respect in international engagements but lose respect
and trust amongst Nigerian citizens demands interrogation.
As the Nigeria Police is engaged internationally, there has
not been any information that the personnel first
underwent any retraining to familiarize with the
environment, the combat equipment, ICT, information
needs gathering, surveillance, etc. If this is a truism, then
the inadequacies experienced by the police in Nigeria must
be sought and remedied internally and constitutionally.

The Nigeria Police have performed excellently in ECOMOG,
ECOMIL, and in other countries of Africa without records of
extra-judicial killings, involvement and connivance in
election rigging. They have no records of rape, stealing,
abdication of duties, looting or iota of unprofessional
conduct. Yet, in Nigeria here, no day passes without reports
of complicity and connivance with the police in crime
committal, especially within election periods (Okogie,
2020). The interrogation and search light then should be
beamed on the institution of the police structure, the
constitution, the Police Act and its implementation, the
welfare system and the police hierarchy and authority. The
type of police inherited from the colonial masters is
questioned as the police force are challenged for not living
up to expectation of Cap 19 of the Police Act of making
Nigeria secure for economic development and the
environment for everyone to live in. This is where the
issues of professionalism, accountability and responsibility
come to play. If a police officer on ‘normal’ street / road
patrol is confronted with questions on misconduct
regarding extortion on motorists or in the station
demanding money for bail (the list is endless), and he brags
with vulgarity slighting on-lookers with a wave of hands
demanding them to report to police headquarters and
police hierarchy, and that “nothing would happen”, it
indicates the police hierarchy is axiomatically implicated. If
reports of this and other misdeeds get to the top and replies
are always “we will look into the case”or “we are on top of
the situation” and at last, nothing comes out of it, does
anyone need to be reminded that corruption has been
institutionalized in the system? This therefore epitomizes
the supposed compromised posture of the internal security
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agency as it rather assumes a gigantean threat to human
existence and economic development in Nigeria (Adeleke,
2013). This also queries the issues of accountability and
professionalism.

Consistently, it has been observed that the Nigeria Police
Force, and indeed the entire security agencies in Nigeria,
have virtually no answers nor any proactive strategic
programme to the activities of non-state actors, terrorists,
insurgents, kidnappers, armed men, Fulani herdsmen
attackers, extremists (religious, political, ethnic, etc.),
miscreants, hate speech and rumor mongers and those
others perpetuating conflict and terror in the land as they
greatly challenge as opposition to the state (Ukwuoma et
al, 2020; Salami, 2020; Soniyi, 2020; Iheriohanma and
Emenyonu, 2018 and Pogoson, 2018). The indicative
argument is that the security agencies, particularly the
police entrusted with internal security, have lost steam,
grip, objective knowledge and surveillance dexterity
required of 21st century security where bandits, terrorist
and insurgent groups have gone sophisticated, applying
modern technology with the advantage of globalization and
ICT in their clandestine security upheavals and activities. It
is also argued that these miscreants and insurgent groups
are in alliance worldwide (lTheriohanma and Emenyonu,
2018) creating what Pogoson (2018) acknowledged to be
“a convoluted and perplexing set of geopolitical and
organizational networks” which have challenged the
security initiatives and capacity of the agencies. The ability
of these terrorists to establish links worldwide with like-
minds has, it is postulated, availed them the advantageous
latitude of enjoying a force-multiplier effect (CIA, 2003) as
they are also diminishing the importance of state actors and
gaining overwhelming influence and attention worldwide.
This therefore, brings to the fore the unarguable positions
in some quarters that the nation’s security, especially the
Nigerian Police Force, have not the requisite surveillance
and intelligence information gathering skills to proactively
counter terrorism, insurgents, etc. (lheriohanma and
Emenyonu, 2018; Pogoson, 2018). This school of thought
hinge their argument on the continued witnessing of
banditry, armed conflicts, herdsmen - farmers’ attacks,
kidnapping, ethnic and religious conflicts and boundary
disputes between and within states in Nigeria recorded on
daily basis in Agatu, Zango Kataf, Gor in Benue state;
Southern Kaduna and other areas in Kaduna; Daura in
Katsina state; Bama and Baga in Borno state; Aguleri -
Umuleri in Anambra state; and in almost all states in
Nigeria (Shiklam, 2020; Elumoye, 2020; Uzoho, 2020;
Nwezeh, 2020). For instance, on Thursday 23 July, 2020
armed robbers with dynamites operated at a bank in
Okeho Ibadan, Oyo state; on a chase, they ran away but had
accident on the road and the mob that was chasing them
caught four of them, lynched and set the corpses ablaze.
The police lost one of their men in the gun duel. Six days
later on the 29 July, 2020, the convoy of Babagana Zulum,
governor of Borno state was attacked by only five Boko
Haram members at Bama on his way to Baga on the
stretch between Nigeria-Chad-Niger borders. It was

reported that the governor went to inspect areas
purportedly recovered from the Boko Haram by the
Nigerian army. Consequently, the people’s poor trust,
disappointment and their evaluation of the inability of the
police and army to detect the presence of and proactively
deter these five insurgents, made the governor to berate
the army, and the people threatened to replace them with
the civilian Joint Task Force (JTF). There was suspicion of
connivance and dereliction of duties with regards to
collaboration amongst security agencies, security
intelligence, surveillance, information gathering and
analysis. This made Governor Zulum to later declare that
“sabotage would not allow insurgency to end” (Channels TV
News, 7pm, Sunday 2nd August, 2020; Onuminya, 2020).
The paucity of proactivity, information and intelligence
gathering and sharing amongst security agencies in Nigeria
played out again when the convoy of Federal Road Safety
Corps (FRSC) from Nassarawa to Oji River in Enugu State
for training was attacked on 13t September, 2020, some
died, some abducted and some others maimed. Two days
later, only three of the kidnapped have been rescued by the
security agents. On the 14th September, 2020, bandits
attacked Abuja bound train from Kaduna. These are few of
the reported cases. The government of the day is rather not
helping matters as it has defiantly refused to harken to the
clarion calls of the masses on rejigging the security
architecture.

Poverty, greed, craze for wealth and unemployment have
been accused as factors generating misconduct, not only
amongst the police, but the entire public service in Nigeria
(Iheriohanma and Emenyonu, 2018; Adeleke, 2013 and Oga
et al, 2011). The increasing rate of poverty, under-
development, inequity, exclusionism, uneven growth,
economic degeneration, economic recession especially
within this period of Coronavirus pandemic (Covid-19),
global youth unemployment and underemployment,
primitive wealth accumulation, flagrant and extravagant
display of affluence amongst our political elite (especially
our elected and appointed political office holders),
businessmen, nouveau riche, etc. have increasingly
reshaped the minds of the poorly socialized to dabble into
adapting unapproved societal means of accessing approved
goals and success as well as involving themselves in
primitive accumulation of wealth. The extent to which
corruption has eaten deep into the fabrics of the social
institutions and structures of the society and the nation
called Nigeria and the unearthing of the can of corruption in
most government ministries, parastatals and agencies
(MDAs) questioned the rationality and seriousness of the
present administration’s fight against corruption where, it
is acquiesced, corruption has unprecedentedly taken firm
root ever. For the purpose of re-emphasis without sounding
repetitive, the recently revealed humongous fraud in the
Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC); the Ibrahim
Magu and EFCC Special Presidential Probe Panel; the
National Pension Scheme - the Abdulrasheed Maina, Ex-
Chaiman of Pension Reform Task Team (PRTT) fraud
scandal; the Nigeria National Petroleum Corporation



(NNPC) poor financial records and irregularity in financial
remittance to federal government and the 48 million
barrels of Crude Oil allegedly stolen and taken to China in
2015; the North East Development Commission’s (NEDC)
one hundred billion naira fraud; The Nigeria Social
Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF); the implication of the police
and other security agencies in recruitment scam, ballot box
snatching and voter intimidation in electoral processes;
training and use of unemployed youths as political tugs by
unscrupulous politicians under the watch of the Nigeria
Police Force; the politicization of groups and national
issues; the detection of fraud and financial crimes in
government offices, among highly placed government
officials and political office holders in MDAs are but few
examples of how the police in Nigeria have failed to use
security intelligence and information gathering and
analysis to proactively nip crime committal in the bud. The
anomic situation of criminality generally has perverted the
institutional social structures of goal attainment and
instituted mediocrity in the society where hard work and
excellence may no longer be extoled. The nature and extent
of devastating effects of corruption on the psyche of the
people (the youth and future leaders particularly) and the
society at large force many to conclude that corruption has
rather consumed the present government and the state
(Onyebuchi, 2020; Ogunmade et al., 2020a; Kolawole, 2020;
Aderinokun, 2020; Achi, 2020) and some people have
resigned to fate while some others have taken to rat-race
scramble. No wonder some unemployed youths have taken
to internet scam as source of lifelihood.

Leadership, weak and poor governance factors have been
implicated as major factors escalating unprofessional
conduct and inadequate policing in Nigeria (Adeleke, 2013;
Ogah et al, 2011). In every democracy, the police
institution is most likely the soul and the paten that hosts
the government of the day when appropriately coordinated.
Leadership and governance in Nigeria should realize that
relative deprivation, especially among unemployed youths
who accuse the social structure for structural injustice
(Iheriohanma, 2009) and where the security apparatus and
architecture are in disarray such as was the situation in
Tunisia and Libya (Arab Spring) (International Crisis
Group, 2017; Pogoson, 2018), and where governance has
flittered away the patrimony of the land, the politicians
flagrantly mismanage the economy and resources such as in
Nigeria, there are possibilities that the international and
transnational  criminal organizations would avail
themselves the conducive environment to recruit or
conscript these ready jobless and disgruntled youths into
their groups. The consequences are better imagined. The
youth have rather taken to internet fraud as alternative
means of livelihood (Taiwo, 2020; Braithwaite, 2020). The
urgent demand is for every Nigerian to reflect and look
inward to contribute to a secured Nigeria.

The release and non-release of adequate funds and
meagre budgets for intelligence information gathering,
research on new security operations to the level of the
required 21st century security outfits are critical factors
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militating against police operations. The purchase of ICT
equipment to positively put a stiff resistance to these
violent non-state actors, formulation of strategic
programmes for ground, air and sea surveillance internally
and at the borders to challenge these oppositions to the
supremacy of constituted authorities have seriously been
factored as mitigating factors against the fulfillment of the
constitutional roles of the police in Nigeria.
For the police to effectively succeed in crime prevention in
this age of information and communication technology
(ICT) and where crime has become technologically
sophisticated, complex, and linked internationally in a
network, there are certain socio-organizational factors that
must be taken into cognizance. Operational road-maps,
reinforcement and reformed policies on police crime
detection and prevention duties are required as a guide.
Detection is effective now with the use of drones and un-
manned air crafts. Chime (2001) opines that prevention as
an essential means of crime control must not only be
formalized but must have operational strategy in order to
achieve goals and have performance and target aims that
will equal all patterns of assessment, that is, patrol,
personnel or investigation. By implication, police duties in
crime prevention must be pro-active and progressive
rather than reactive, retrogressive and archaic. Implicitly,
police duties are so progressive and not attenuated to the
extent that issues regarding surveillance, intelligence and
information gathering, patrolling, arrests, detention, among
others by the police personnel must be sacrosanct and
prioritized by the government of the day and taken to the
first charge in all government budgets and spending.
Collaborative efforts among Police and other security
agencies appear to be a serious challenge in security
operations in Nigeria. In security, it is not only the police
that are entrusted with internally securing the lives and
properties of the citizenry. Security is now everyone’s
business. Unfortunately, it has come to the fore that there is
no collaboration between the police and other relevant
agencies such as the Immigration Service, the Nigeria
Security and Civil Defense Corps (NSCDC), the Correctional
Service (formally the Nigeria Prisons), the Army and other
state security services instituted by both the federal and
state governments (lheriohanma and Emenyonu, 2018).
For instance, in a situation where the borders of a country
are porous and collaborative efforts in terms of intelligence
and information gathering, sharing, analysis and utilization
among the security services are lacking, this creates
opportunity for the insurgents to operate, smuggle in arms
and even negotiate with terrorist networks. It also
enhances the networks’ opportunity in surveying the fertile
grounds in any state for operations and interconnectivity
relative to international finance, communications,
conscription, training and transit of personnel, arms and
equipment. The Nigerian government’s effort at tightening
security at the borders, ensuring collaborative efforts and
encouraging cooperative surveillance, and even training
among the security agencies is at the lowest ebb. For the
records, the “purported” attack on the convoy of governor
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Zulum of Bornu State by only five members of the Boko
Haram that made him to observe that “sabotage would not
allow insurgency to end” is a clear evidence of poor
collaboration amongst security agencies. This was
buttressed by Onuminya’s (2020) report that lack of
collaboration amongst the security agencies was prolonging
banditry in the North West zone of Nigeria. Hording
security information from each other has enormous
implications. Security is in existence because of crime, and
crime must always thrive especially where there are
abnormalities and exclusionism in governance; and where
social inequality, social injustice and favoritism are the
beacons of any governance policy. Insecurity also thrives
more where there are perceived, obscure but glaring
important differences between social and political elites
and the rest of the population, social exclusionism and
deprivation in wealth especially between the urban areas
and the resource-rich rural areas, uncoordinated and ill-
motivated closure of some borders against some others,
lack of thrust and sabotage amongst security agencies.
Sabotage rather creates markets for small and light
weapons (either by rental, theft or sale).

The avowed position of this investigation is that seeing
the police as a tripod in governance and in achieving
government’s goals are critical. It therefore, demands that
every effort should be made to facilitate the efficient and
effective performance of the constitutional roles of the
police to endear it to the people (Idowu, 2013) and to
ensure that democracy thrives (Idiagbe, 1998). The
confidence of the people on the police can be regained if the
government provides the enabling environment where the
citizens are opportune to have: i). the right to free choice ii).
the empowerment and capability for self-development iii).
the respect for the rule of law and equality in law and
practice iv). the promotion and defense of human rights are
guaranteed v). the opportunity for the creation of
appropriate political machinery vi). the sustainable
political communication to create trust and confidence
amongst leaders and the populace vii). People have systems
for decentralization of power and authority. viii). periodic
and orderly succession through secret ballot is guaranteed
(Dialogue No.14). The police hierarchy in Nigeria should
avoid being used for unprofessional activities and
corruption that derogate their status in the society (Idowu,
2013; Ehindero, 1998). This is democracy and not demo
crazy, authoritarian or police state. In every democratic
dispensation, the police are often the most visible
representatives of the state apparatus and power. The
maintenance of police legitimacy in a democracy is
paramount. Being paramount, the effectiveness of the
police in a democracy is therefore, inwardly tied to a
community’s perception of the police as a legitimate agent
of the state. In any definition of democracy, three common
principles are reflected, thus: mass participation or
involvement, freedom of choice, and constitutional or legal
equality of all people (Anikpo, 1995). The question has
always been if the police in Nigeria, through their actions
and inactions, have lived up to the public expectations of

the constitutional provisions and those of the Police Act for
securely conducive environment for economic development
and self-worth of the citizens in a democracy. The police in
Nigeria need to be aware and should desist from being used
by the powers that be in depriving the citizens the
opportunities for mass participation in government,
freedom of speech, choice and association, and legal
equality in their own land. Only this can guarantee self-
worth, economic development and prosperity.

Conclusion

The conclusion to be drawn from the constitutional
responsibilities of the Nigeria Police Force in a democratic
dispensation is that police alone cannot accomplish the task
of crime prevention, security, law and order. Security issue
is everybody’s business. This task requires the cooperation
of all the security agencies, and the police and the public
working together.

The most critical and fundamental element in the duty
roles of the police force is the protection of lives and
property of the citizens. This requires policies and standard
security operation procedures as enunciated in the Nigeria
constitution and the Police Act. Besides, the security
situation in the country now and across the globe demands
the police to turn aside from primitive punitive and
irrational methods of crime control and to satisfy their
aspiration for justice, progress and security by building a
scientific security programme with their security
development plans. The security situation transcends the
use of armored and patrol vehicles to that of human
security that emphasizes individuals and communities.
Security now domiciles around development not military
hardware; not necessarily on territory and government but
on human society and people. Axiomatically, security has
catapulted from the normal technological and mechanical
and it is concentrating on politics as a strategy and
international security. This is why America and other
security conscious nations can use (human) drones for
surveillance, detection and war. The capture and
subsequent death of Osama bin Laden and detection of
arms piles in some terrorist countries are a pointer in this
direction. The interconnectivity of non-state actors and
challenges to state authorities have made it mandatory for
the Nigeria Police Force and the government to jettison the
old ways and embrace the new security approaches and
mechanisms. The possibility of this is realizable if the
Nigeria Police Force as constituted now will turn away from
the decried unprofessional attitude and conduct. Any
government in Nigeria should help the police as a tripod
and paten in governance development through good rather
than weak and poor governance, transparency rather than
lack of it, building of trust in institutions rather than limited
trust in them, decrying rather than promoting corruption
and unaccountable governance, desisting from sponsorship
of (political) militant groups rather than promoting armed
violence (especially for winning elections), and creatively
formulating policies and programmes that facilitate and



promote political actions rather than inactions.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following are therefore recommended to mitigate
misconduct and provide adequate policing among the
Nigeria Police Force.

> The police force is an important part of the
executive body of any government. It is the full
responsibility of the government to ensure good
governance as the fundamental expectation from the
government is on-going. Good governance involves creating
stability, peace and maintenance of law and order and
devoid of social injustice, exclusionism and unbridled
favoritism of a section of the country against the other,
strict adherence to Federal character, egalitarianism and
preservation of the citizens’ fundamental human rights.
Good governance will positively shape the mental cognition
and perception of the police officers in course of their
responsibilities as members of security organization to
positively discern rationality from irrationality and to
uphold the sanctity of professionalism, accountability and
responsibility.

> Good governance would fast track the amelioration
of the enormity of the challenges the police are facing
tracking down miscreants, drug and human trafficking
organizations, criminal and youth gangs, militias,
insurgents, kidnappers, armed Fulani-herders groups
among others to ensure relative peace in the land.
Unemployment among youths, idleness, perceived social
inequality, relative deprivation and feeling of structural
injustice occasioned by corruption, flagrant abuse of power,
extravagance and primitive accumulation of wealth by
political office holders and highly placed officials are few of
the challenges good governance must address in order to
nip in the bud the possibility of these youths and the poorly
socialized from being pool of militia hordes for
international criminals and terrorist networks thereby
compounding the security situation in the country. It takes
only proactivity structured by intelligence information
analysis among the police ranks to detect when these
situations are rearing their ugly heads and deteriorating the
security situation for the police to handle.

> The police as an institution are a creation and a
paten of the government. The Nigerian government and
police authorities should strictly evolve strategic methods
of recruitment into the Force, provide adequate job security
and incentives, proper orientation of the police officers and
functional logistics that will contribute to the effective and
efficient delivery of the police services. Consequently, it is
recommended that the force should have a  standard
collaboration and efficient means of sharing
surveillance and intelligence information in such a
manner that ensures connectivity to security data bank,
except otherwise prohibited or classified.

> There is need for police reforms and if there are
lacuna in the constitution and Police Act that predispose
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criminality, unprofessionalism and corruption in the police
duties, these should be streamlined. The idea of creating
state or community policing based on localities and
peculiarities and devoid of personal and interest cleavages
will go a long way in combating crime in our society. In this
sense, the police officers should be indigenes and
conversant with the locality where their duty units are
established. State and community policing will help to
drastically reduce crime.

> Finally, the relevant state authorities should ensure
that there is improved system of recruitment and security
training and re-training for expertise that have global
standard for the Nigeria Police Force. This training, among
other things, will avail the police to provide the citizens the
opportunities for mass participation in government,
freedom of speech, choice and association, and legal
equality in their own land to guarantee them the seemingly
eluded self-worth, economic development and prosperity.
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