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The goal of this study is to help children who work or live on the street. 
Children who are forced to live or work on the streets before they can 
complete their development face numerous dangers and may face social 
exclusion. In this context, the goal of this research is to look into the social 
aspects of the problems that children face while living or working on the 
streets. The study is a compilation study based on a review of the literature 
on children living and working on the streets. 
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INTRODUCTİON 
 
The Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Child 
Protection Law No.5395 define the child as "a person who 
has not completed the age of eighteen, even if he is an adult 
at an earlier age". “Working child” is an individual who is 
under the age of 18 and is involved in an activity for the 
purpose of gaining socio-economic gain, and the labor force 
of a child employed under the legal age limits is defined as 
“child labor” (Alacahan, 2010). Its exploitation, use, and 
early involvement in business life is an important problem. 
Working children have entered our lives with the 
phenomenon of migration and an increase has been 
experienced with the intensifying internal migration. After 
the industrial revolution, the difficulties experienced by 
families in agriculture and in finding jobs led to the 
phenomenon of migration from rural to urban (Kelebek, 
2017). Children living / working on the streets are one of 
the important problems of our country as well as many 
countries. The most important factor that causes children 
to work on the street can be said to be the economic 
inadequacy of the family. 

Poverty is one of the important factors that force children 
to work. In addition, considering that poor families use a 
significant amount of their income for basic food 
consumption, child labor is determinant in terms of the 

continuation of life, thus the increase in poverty increases 
the use of child labor (Tunccan, 1999). Child's work is a 
global problem not only in our country but also in the 
world. Children who work on the street and return to their 
home in the evening, that is, who have a house and a family, 
who have not lost their ties with their families, are called 
“children on the street” (Bilgin and Kızmaz, 2010). It is 
accepted as an important social phenomenon-problem from 
societies to developed societies, and the foundations of this 
phenomenon are addressed in relation to economic, social, 
political and other problems. Therefore, the meaning of 
child labor in urban life may vary according to "working in 
a certain workplace" and "working in the street" (Yetim and 
Caglayandereli, 2007). 

More studies of children working on the street is being 
carried out in Turkey, although the place was given to a 
limited number of studies about children working on the 
streets. However, street children should be classified 
according to their relationship with their families as 
suggested by Uluğtekin, which is based on UNICEF's 
classification. According to this, those who are in constant 
contact with their families are "children working on the 
street". The second group is "children on the street" who 
rarely  meet  with  their  families.   Finally,   those who  have  
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nothing to do with their families are the "children of the 
street". 

 Peddling, tipping, waste collection, shoe shine, etc. jobs 
are work done by children. The fact that the family exhibits 
a positive perspective on the child's work is an indication 
that they generally see their child as an economic value, and 
this is not a situation specific to large cities only (Bilgili, 
2000). ILO lists "traditions, problems in access to education 
and vulnerability to poverty" among the causes of child 
labor. Regarding children working on the street, it is stated 
that the employment of children under the age of 15 is 
prohibited in Article 71 of the Labor Law dated 22.05.2003 
and numbered 4857. Children who have completed basic 
education and do not attend school cannot work more than 
seven hours a day and thirty-five hours a week. However, 
for children who have completed the age of fifteen, this 
period can be increased to eight hours a day and forty 
hours a week. 
 
Children Working on the Street and Their 
Characteristics 
 
Today, children cannot reach the life they deserve for many 
reasons and child rights violations prevail all over the 
world. (Erbay, 2013). Although the convention on 
children's rights is comprehensive, unfortunately there are 
not enough legislative provisions to prevent children 
working or living on the street from working due to the 
economic conditions of the countries and the problems in 
the system, and this raises the problem of existing legal 
regulations regarding disadvantaged children (Kelebek, 
2017) . Disadvantaged children are seen by their families as 
a workforce before they can live their childhood for many 
different reasons, and they are expected to be adults who 
bring income to their families as soon as possible to 
contribute to the family budget. 

Children working on the streets are vulnerable to all 
kinds of abuse and exploitation due to their working places. 
Difficult conditions in the family, conflict, violence, abuse, 
neglect, economic problems can cause children to run away 
from home and live on the street.Since the education levels 
of the parents of working children are low, children have 
incomplete development indicators in terms of cognitive 
development. The consciousness of parents affects their 
attitude to care for children responsibly and to meet their 
needs. According to Yetim and Caglayandereli (2007), the 
phenomenon of children working on the street is socially 
related to how child labor is perceived and the values 
attributed to child labor, as well as participating in and 
sharing economic activities traditionally necessary for the 
survival of the family is an affirmed tendency even at 
childhood. The urbanized society treats children living and 
working on the streets with pity and sorrow, but families 
with low socioeconomic levels, far from the city, see this as 
normal. 

First of all, children need to complete their development 
in a healthy way and prepare for life, but they are also 
unhappy with  the situations  that  push  them  to work,  but  

 
 
 
 
they have to submit to the conditions. These children 
generally have negative thoughts about life and the future, 
and live daily without knowing their tomorrow. First of all, 
the families who gave birth to them should be made aware 
of their education level, their approach to the child, and 
how they should support their children's development. We 
can say that the communication skills of the children living 
and working in the society are also insufficient. Unplanned 
and rapid migration to cities also leads to child labor, and 
children living here are seen as a buffer against poverty. 
According to the studies of the International Labor 
Organization (ILO), it is estimated that, as of 2000, 352 
million children in the age group 5-17 are engaged in 
economic activities in the world. Of these, 210 million are in 
the 5-14 age group, and 73 million are under the age of 10 
(T.C.Ministry of Labor and Social Security (TCCSGB), 2005: 
5). In 2006, 392 thousand of working children work in 
agriculture, 271 thousand in industry, and 294 thousand in 
trade and other services. Close to half of these children 
work as unpaid workers in their families' farms, shops or 
other similar family businesses. The other half also work 
for a salary, and very few self-employed persons (UNICEF, 
2008). 
 
Children Working on the Street and Family 
 
The family is a social institution that forms the cornerstone 
of society. Internal relations within the family and the 
parents' approach to their children are in a guiding position 
for children. The family is the primary system of the child in 
terms of emotional and social support, whose function in 
raising new generations cannot be fulfilled by any other 
institution (Kurtulmus, 1997). Children are greatly affected 
by all kinds of negative situations experienced in the family. 
Domestic violence, divorced family, stepmother or father, 
domestic abuse etc. Children see the street as a place to 
escape from such situations. 

Economically inadequate families are also among the 
reasons for children to work on the streets. We can say that 
the country's economy has been struggling with crises for 
years and the contraction of employment has caused the 
majority of families to force their children to work. 
Although “children working on the street” is generally 
considered as a sub-category of “child poverty” (Ozturk, 
2008), it is the problem of “poor families” in the most basic 
sense. In this sense, their families' living in low socio-
economic levels also causes their children to work on the 
streets. In the fight against poverty, the family has always 
been considered as the basic social institution that should 
be developed and strengthened in economic, social, cultural 
and structural aspects. The most important reason for this 
seems to be that the family is sociologically treated as an 
institution that ensures the realization of the socialization 
process and the reproduction of the system it is in 
(Kurtulmus, 1997). 

On the other hand, the family is where the child first 
socializes. Therefore, children are significantly affected by 
the  negativities  experienced  in the family. The low income  



 
 
 
 
of the family pushes the child to the street in a way and 
encourages him to work. In the researches, it was 
concluded that most of the children work for reasons such 
as contributing to the family economy, meeting their own 
needs, not being a burden to the family. The relationship 
with the family is an important factor in classifying children 
working on the street. Violence, abuse, etc. experienced in 
the family are among the reasons that push children to live 
on the street. The inability of the family to provide as much 
love and tolerance as necessary to contribute to the 
development of the child is among the reasons that push 
the child to live on the street. 

Children who single out their homes live and work daily 
in order to continue their lives on the streets and are in 
despair for the future. It is not possible to understand the 
phenomenon of street childhood without examining the 
family structure and life (Boakye-Boaten, 2008; 69). 
Alptekin (2011) found that almost half of the children 
(2011) 49.2%) gave the money they earned to their 
families, and some of the remaining (27.6%) paid their 
money at their own request; others (20.3%) concluded that 
they used it to cover their school expenses. 

For example, in Latin America in Turkey as well as in the 
work relating to street children, it is seen only as a social 
being carried out based on specific policies and legislation 
on the subject of serious emptinesses. This situation creates 
an even worse picture for disadvantaged children in this 
situation. Such is compatible with the basic principles of 
social justice and social policy suggests that, at least under 
the conditions necessary arrangements needed in Turkey 
(Hatiboglu, 2009). In addition, when we look at the social 
environment of the families of children working on the 
street and the general characteristics of the families, it is 
clearly seen that these families generally have a very 
crowded structure and that children in this situation are 
generally ignored and ignored within the family due to the 
crowded domestic population (Atauz, 1990; Ilik and 
Turkmen, 1994; Erkan, Sumer, Unver, 2001; Duyan., 2005; 
TBMM Commission Report, 2005, 21; Oner et al., 2006). 

The extended family structure has always been 
considered as a protective system in traditional poverty 
alleviation approaches, and this perspective has prevailed 
in the efforts to combat poverty so far (Hatiboglu, 2009). 
Children who grow up in such a family structure are 
expected to work and bring home income when they grow 
up. As such, the child starts to work on the streets and after 
a while they move away from home and start living on the 
streets. In this respect, living and working on the street 
means that they are away from education life and the family 
ignores all these. The child wants to feel safe in the family, 
but unfortunately the conditions are not always formed 
that way and the children find themselves on the streets. 
 
Children Working on the Street and School 
 
Although education is a process that starts from the birth of 
the individual and continues until the end of his life, it 
includes political, social, cultural and individual dimensions  
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simultaneously. Individuals' development of positive 
personality traits towards themselves and their reflection 
on society have caused societies to make great investments 
in education that includes all these dimensions. It has been 
one of the frequently emphasized issues on how to define 
education, which is attributed such great importance. Many 
definitions of education have been made from past to 
present. One of these definitions is that education is a social 
process that ensures social competence and advanced 
individual development in a selected and controlled Based 
on the definition, one of the places that have the 
characteristic of being the selected and controlled area is 
undoubtedly schools.It can be said that the school is the 
first institution where children leave their families, whom 
they consider reliable, and spend a long time, from the 
moment they are born. However, this situation is different 
for children who live on the streets or spend most of their 
time working on the street. These children, who are also 
known as street children, can be defined as children who 
have settled in the street environment, who are about to 
break with their family and other relatives or who are 
completely severed, who are susceptible to commit crimes 
and are prone to substance abuse When they need an 
adult's guidance, children who live on the streets away 
from their families, choose the streets, not the school, as a 
safe area, and feel themselves belonging there. In addition, 
the attractiveness of the streets and the fact that they lead a 
free life attract these children who are in a vacuum in 
emotional terms (Cangür et al., 2013). As a result of this, 
there is a departure from schools that aim to provide 
education within the framework of certain rules.  

Children working on the street are the children of poor 
families who contribute to the families' budgets. Although 
education is free of charge in our country, expenses for 
school, such as basic stationery, cause these children to be 
sent to the streets instead of being sent to school by their 
families. For this reason, children who cannot benefit from 
the right to education sufficiently or who are deprived of 
education become undeveloped adults and individuals with 
inadequate socio-economic status in their future lives 
(Goulart and Bedi, 2007, Kara and Çalık, 2012). However, 
ensuring that these children receive education will both 
support their participation in society as a qualified 
workforce and social development, and will make a great 
contribution to preventing them from being a potential 
criminal. 

The reasons for the children working on the streets to 
leave school are not only due to external reasons. These 
children are deprived of games that support their 
development and often grow up without love. This situation 
affects children's interpersonal communication and they 
may experience incompatibility with their friends. In 
addition, the fact that these children are known to be 
working outside causes them to be excluded by other 
students and their parents in the school environment and 
to avoid communication. In addition, the fact that children 
working on the street spend most of their time working on 
the  street  and not  being able  to allocate  enough time   for  
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school duties cause children to fail, which leads to the 
disincentivization of children from school (Kara and Çalık, 
2012; Bilgin, 2019). 
 
Children Working on the Street and Society 
 
While people with many biological, social and cultural 
qualities create these qualities, they are affected by the 
society in which they were born and raised. In other words, 
people are born with some basic characteristics and they 
shape these characteristics through the society they live in, 
that is, they are completed. In this context, society is a 
group of people in cooperation and solidarity that comply 
with common rules in an area whose boundaries are 
determined in line with common goals (Arslan, 2002). 

Children living or working on the street are also a part of 
society. In fact, while these children become a part of 
society on the one hand, they also often face the danger of 
unconditional exclusion by the society. These children, who 
are unconditionally excluded, do not feel belonging to 
society, cannot gain the consciousness of being a society, 
and as a natural consequence of this situation, they cannot 
meet the expectations of the society. Because of their desire 
to belong to a group, they can fill this gap, become involved 
in crime and unfortunately turn to addictive substances 
(Arnas, 2003). As a matter of fact, these behaviors of street 
children that can be pushed into crime as a result of their 
exclusion cause them to justify their attitudes towards 
children living on the street. 

The smallest structure of society is family. The fact that 
children living on the street or who have to work on the 
street do not receive love and attention by their families, 
who are the most basic structure of the society, are 
removed from the safe family environment and left to the 
street environment, is the biggest obstacle for the child to 
establish a healthy relationship with the other members of 
the society. The fact that the child does not trust the family 
members in his / her closest environment causes him to 
build a wall between the society he is in. In addition, 
children living and working on the street prefer to continue 
their lives by living on the street at an advanced age and 
continue to be individuals who are not beneficial to the 
society. Even if they use their preferences to do a regular 
job, it is seen that there is a high possibility of reluctance by 
the society to give jobs because they avoid getting 
education at an early age (Barış, 2008).One of the reasons 
for the phenomenon of children living on the street to 
emerge is migration. For this reason, the phenomenon of 
children living on the street affects other societies as well as 
affecting the society in which the child lives. This shows 
that this problem is not a mass problem but a universal 
problem (Gungor, 2008). 
 
 
RESULT 
 
One of the most important factors that make a society a 
society is   that   the  individuals  who  constitute it  have the  

 
 
 
 
ability to communicate in a way that will protect the 
interests of the society they are in and enable them to take 
them to a higher level (Aslan, 2001). Every person is 
different as an individual. In this direction, it is expected 
that their wishes, needs and expectations of being a society 
also differ. However, it can be regarded as an unfair 
expectation that young children, who have not even 
completed their own personality development, are left to 
live or work on the street, and wait for them to understand 
others in order to gain the consciousness of being a society. 

The problem of children living on the street, which 
emerges as an important problem of the society, children 
having to work on the street, seeing the streets as their own 
homes are among the basic social problems that concern 
people from all segments of the society, especially their 
families (Okumus, 2007). This shows that only helping the 
child is insufficient at the point of solving this problem, and 
solution proposals covering both the child and the family 
should be developed. 

The reason why children live or work on the street is that 
families have low income levels, lack of one of the parents, 
and traditional reasons for the child to work rather than the 
mother's work. This shows that the reasons why children 
work are largely due to the economic level of the family and 
social acceptance. In addition, the fact that child labor is 
cheaper causes the employer to turn to child labor 
(Tunccan, 2000; Sali, 2010). 

The increase in migration from rural to urban areas, the 
increase in population density, and the high number of 
members in the family can be seen as another factor that 
pushes children to work. In addition to contributing to the 
family budget, children may have to work to earn school 
allowances and to cover stationery expenses (Alparslan and 
Karaoglan, 2012). In addition, while it is difficult to meet 
the basic needs necessary for life in many families, sending 
the child to school and expenses for this is considered 
unnecessary, and the child's work is more prioritized. 

One of the most important criteria determining the 
development of societies is measured by the importance it 
attaches to education. Education is indispensable in order 
to have a qualified workforce in the future and to become a 
productive society. The number of children living or 
working on the streets is substantial today, and most of 
them try to earn income from the streets without 
completing their development, without any education, face 
many dangers, face many problems such as health nutrition 
(Aksoy et al., 2006; Bilgin, 2012).  This situation both 
complicates their lives as an individual and causes many 
social problems. 

Every individual opens his eyes to the world with the 
need to have a good family from birth, to meet their basic 
needs such as nutrition, shelter and to feel safe. While these 
needs of some children are met by their families without 
any problems, the families of some children are deprived of 
providing these opportunities to their children. For this 
reason, both as a person, as a family and as a society, every 
individual should be aware of their responsibilities and a 
solution     should     be     found    for     children    who      are 



 
 
 
 
considered at risk, such as children living or working on the 
street. 
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